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LADBS G-5 (Rev. 12/14/2021) AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 
 

February 16, 2022 
 
 
Honorable City Council 
Room 395, City Hall 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Attention: Lisa Hughes 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR REFUND FROM AJR INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP, LP 
 
Honorable Members: 
 
In accordance with the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Sections 22.12 and 22.13, 
the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) requests Council approval 
of refund claim number 150552 in the amount of $123,568.50.  
 
On January 13, 2020, LADBS received payment in the amount of $636,314.25 from A. R. 
Woodman Properties under building permit number 18010-20000-05384 for the project 
located at 5020-5030 Woodman Ave., Los Angeles, CA 91423 (Project). The amount of 
the total linkage fee, among the total payment LADBS received, was $189,211.00.  The 
new apartment building built over the old 5020-5030 Woodman Ave. lots has the address 
5020 Woodman Avenue.  On May 5, 2020, AJR Investment Partnership, LP (Claimant), 
submitted a refund claim for a portion of the linkage fee assessed on the Project. Upon 
further review, LADBS plan check staff determined the Claimant is entitled to a refund in 
the amount of $123,568.50, associated with the permit for the new 5020 Woodman Ave. 
apartment, under LAMC Section 19.18 C.2.  
 
The following is a summary and explanation of the amount of the recommended refund 
($123,568.50): 
 
The Project involved the demolition of 1) a 19-unit, 22,443 sq. ft. apartment on lot 20 
under Permit No. 19019-10000- 04830 issued on October 21, 2019 and 2) a 18-unit, 
22,491 sq. ft. apartment on lot 21 under Permit No. 19019-10000- 04833 issued on 
October 21, 2019; and the construction of a new 51-unit 68,804 sq. ft. apartment on lots 
20 & 21 under Permit No. 18010-20000-05384 filed for plan check on November 5, 2018 
and issued on January 13, 2020. The “sq. ft.” referred to herein all refer to the zoning 
code floor area.  
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First, the Project was subject to linkage fees because it is a "development project" per 
L.A.M.C. Section 19.18A, as it resulted in additional housing units.  
 
Second, the linkage fee should have been charged based on the net increase in the 
zoning code floor area, which is 23,870 sq.ft. (68,804 sq. ft. of new building - 44,934 sq. 
ft.). 44,934 sq. ft. is the total demolished area (22,443 + 22,491 sq.ft.). However, the 
linkage fee was in fact charged on a total zoning code floor area of 68,804 sq. ft., instead 
of the net floor area of 23,870 sq ft., which resulted in an overcharge on 44,934 sq. ft., 
resulting in a total linkage fee paid of $189,211 (68,804 sq. ft. x. $2.75/sq. ft.).  The linkage 
fee rate was $ 2.75 per sq. ft. (1/3rd of $8.25) because it was filed for plan check prior to 
306 days after the effective date of the ordinance, February 17, 2018, per L.A.M.C. 
Section 19.18B1c.  
 
Thus, we recommend refunding the amount of the linkage fee paid attributable to the 
demolished area, and the recommended refund amount is $123,568.50 (44,934 sq. ft., 
demolished area x $ 2.75 /sq ft).  (Please also note that the claimant’s requested refund 
is less than the recommended refund because claimant erroneously used an incorrect 
total area of 77,075 sq. ft.).   
 
Attached are supporting documents regarding the claim for refund. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Christine Isidro at 
(213) 482-6892. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
                                   for 
Osama Younan 
General Manager 
Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety 
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AJR Investment Partnership, LP & its attorney, The Law Office of Steve Hoffman 
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.. 'cio'· rh� Law Office of Steve Hoffman, 4929 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 410, Lo� An'�'eles, CA 90010

(323) 997-1188
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(LADBS has been closed to public for Covid 19) 
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18010 - 20000 - 05384/and 19010 - 10000 - 04830 
RECEIPT ll/l'ER,11T #/REFEl-{£'\CE /l: and 19010- 10000 - 04833

See attached letter+ Exhibits documenting that we are owed a Linkage Fee refund of $110,308.23. 
We were charged on gross sq footage of 7 7,075 instead of net of 32.141 after 44,934 demo. 
Because of the attached attorney's fee lien, please make the check payable to: 

"AJR I vestment Partnership, LP & Law Office of Steve Hoffman" and mail to 4929 Wilshire Blvd., #410, L.A., CA 9 010" 
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